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to ignore; nor is it correct to characterize them as simply examples of the
game of power with all of its gambling implications. The underlying forces,
the «core meaning», as 1 may suggest, are those-of a national spirit
unfolding in history thanks to the dialectical tension between it and the
opposing forces. The eventual outcome will be a synthesis... a coherent
system.

Aristotle, as opposed to Plato, was more of an «empiricist» than of a
«utopianist». His revelations on the growth of a political community can be
very useful and valid. He maintained that community is the end of growth,
and the end of growth is the natural, and the natural is the best. A
community is the best because it leads to association in «common
perception» of what is just and unjust‘®®.

What is needed to revive Arab Nationalism theoretically is further and
further meditation of its dimensions, both in the abstract and against the
mosaique of the apparent contradictions and frustrations. This is a major
task no less crucial than «activism» itself, because activism without a theory
which interprets the experience as a whole, and puts into relief the
«underlying principles», is acting in a vacuum!



should be taken as an outstanding case study to at least test the validity of
the theory. The onslaughts of Western Imperialism on the Arab nation as a
civilizational entity, and the shocking contradictions involved can be viewed
as only appearances of the tension which characterizes a dialectical process
leading to a coherent system. Here are some suggestions:

1. The 1948 Tragedy of Palestine was undoubtedly a catalyst in
unravelling the latent tendency of Arab Nationalism. In some way it paved
the way to the 1952 Egyptian revolution, and later to the flourishing of Arab
Nationalism in both its Nasserist and other versions.

2. The remewed attack of Imperialism on the Arab Nationalist
Movement on all fronts of: the Algeria War of Independence (1954), the
Baghdad Pact (1955), and Suez (1956) imbued the Movement with a new
momentum. The 1956 Suez Crisis, for instance, was the landmark in the
final transformation of Egyptian Nationalism into Arab Nationalism, given
the spontaneous response of Arab masses.

3. The major imperialist expansion of 1967 with all its disastrous
effects: military, political, economic, psychological, etc., was also a catalyst
in a more unified Arab nation, and a much more structured Palestinian
Movement.

4 . The death of Nasser in 1970, and Sadat’s accession was, one tends
to argue, another, and probably the major factor, in endowing Arab
Nationalism with coherence and solidity! Thevacuumtempted the opposing
forces (of Imperialism-Zionism) to escalate their hegemonic scheme. The
outcome was the deep frustration which a shocking contrast between a Sadat
and a Nasser created, while a straight line of progression in a shameful
process of surrender went on. The Camp David climax was necessary for
starting the «synthesis». It was hard to conceive of a Syrian-Iraqi unity, after
a decade of feuds, had the tension of the contradictions not reached that
climax. Even more remote was the possibility of a unanimous condemnation
of Camp David by the Baghdad Summit.

5. How could Lebanon be rearabized had it not been for the
ferocious imperialist-Zionist-reactionary attacks of 1975-1976, and of 19787.

In sum, what i1s at hand cannot be sensibily viewed as sheer accidents or
even immediate and emotional reaction to challenges too obvious
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b) The Dialectical Logic of Arab Nationalism-Some Empirical

Manifestations

One can trace some Hegelian roots in the theory of Arab Nationalism
especially in Aflaq’s writings. Though the latter did not use the «dialectic»
by name, Hegel's extensive elaboration and enunciation of this concept is
quite useful for a full comprehension of Aflaq’s version, and more so for its
explanatory power of the present course of history, decisive as it 1s. Here is
an outline of the most relevant points in Hegel: |

First, there are «cosmic forces» which reason could discern behind the
facts of history, and which Hegel considered to be more real than particular
facts and events.

Secondly, the «spirit» of a nation is the mold of the different branches
of culture which it creates. And a nation’s history is the process by which it
realizes and unfolds its unique contribution to human civilization.

Thirdly, Hegel, taking Germany as his example, found particularism
and provincialism to be a national defect of the German nation in the 19th
century.

Fourthly, coming to the core of the concept of «dialect», this means:

a) A logic of «dependencics» and relationships in society and history
not otherwisc discernible.

b) Forces grow into their opposites. Contradiction is the fruitful
opposition between systems, which leads to an more inclusive and a more
coherent system.

¢) It was the synthesis of freedom and authority which could sublimate
the outworn forms of feudal particularism into nationalism.

Fifthly, the «real is the rational». It is a permanent inner core of
meaning, the «deep-lying forces» so to speak. Therefore frustration is the
key to great social and spiritual changes, since its appearance as frustration
only reflects the tension created by the dialetical process, rather than
representing the «real»@,

The main thrust of the theory is therefore the «reality» of the
underlying forces which the apparent contradictions and frustrations
disguise. The Arab nationalist Movement, probably more than any other,
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the line very clearly between the latter and Marxism. We may elaborate on
this by pointing out the following:

a) The concept of a «national spirit» with its civilizational undertone
stands in sharp contrast with the Marxist concept of class struggle. Beside
the cultural aspect of the former, its empasis on distant history and the
ongoing thread, stands at odds with the Marxist concept which by its very
logic limits the historic scope to that in which the «struggling classes»
emerged as classes.

b) It is useful and relevant in this regard to refer to the contrast
between Hegelianism, on the one hand, and Marxism on the other. Hegel’s
concept of «national spirit» is fairly close to Arab Nationalism’s emphasis on
«spirit», Despite the attempts to relate Marxism to Hegelianism, the
contrast between the two in this regard should not be overlooked. While
Marx and Engels maintained that ideas are not reality but simply «pictures
of reality», (the «real» according to them are the forces of production);
Hegel emphatically maintains that ideas are both real and forces of
themselves®?.

¢) Arab Nationalism took also an independent theoretical gnd
structural stance with regard (o Pan-Islamisim. Whatever the validity of the
thesis that Islam is its historic source*!)| both Nasserism and Ba’athism
emphasized that Arabism is the «independent variable» in the equation. The
Arab nation, according to Aflaq, preceded Islam. Islam acted only as a
revolutionary force. Thus while Arabism does not exclude Islam, it is not
conditioned by it®?. Nasserism, as well, emerged from an «ideological
environment» in Egypt, whereby two ideological political systems were
competing with each other to capture the Egyptian polity; Egyptian
Nationalism and Islam. It developed the former into Arab Nationalism. And
while not excluding the latter, subordinated it to Arabism, Furthermore,
Nasserism took the Arab past experience with the Crusades as only a basis
for Arab Nationalism; i.e. as a sort of «functional equivalent» to that Arab
past. Now it is the Arab Nation, istead of Islam, which is fighting Western
Imperialism, and the latter is the equivlent of the Crusades® :

No wonder that Pan-Islamism was taken by Arab and non-Arab
regimes, threatened by the revolutionism of Arab Nationalism, as the guise
behind which they have been attempting to defy the Movement.
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tendency it is capable of immediate realization in the Arab struggle. Truth is
not ‘prescribed by any «a priori» assumptions. Rather, it is taught to the
Arab nation through its struggle®!®. Nasserism followed almost the same
theoretical line of Ba’athism, emphasizing the coexistence of the «romantic»
(Arab Nationalism is intrained in the minds and hearts of the Arab nation),
and the «rational»: the common experience, common enemy and common
hardships”.

The validity of those theoretical assumptions, the genuineness of Arab
Nationalism, and its viability, have been demonstrated in three different
aspects:(1) A trend of growth; (2) Its latency which challenges reveal; and
(3) Its theoretical independence from the competing ideologies Marxism
and Pan-Islamism. Here is a word about e¢ach:

1. An «airview» of the development of the Arab nationalist
movement throughout the past 30 years or so testifies to an unmistakable
growing trend. From a fragmented and weak nation on the eye of the
Tragedy of Palestine, to an awakened nation by this tragedy and following
it, to an increasingly growing nationalist consciousness that could cut across
the artificial barriers of states and their traditionalist rulers; to an
irreversible and growing pattern of intermeshing of all movements and
forces which phenomenally made almost insignificant the artificial state
barriers of Lebanon (once an isolated «Robinson Cruso’s island» in midst of
the ocean of Arabism).

2. The latency of Arab Nationalism is the correct conceptualization of
the emergence of the so-called «Arab solidarity» in certain crisis situations.
The assumption that Arab Nationalism is no more than an ex-post-facto
rationalization or legitimation of certain events (e.g. the 1955 Baghadad
Pact, and the 1956 Suez crises)'® is invalid both empirically and
theoretically: empirically given the abovementioned trend of growth; and
theoretically, since any ideology can be latent and so ingrained in the hearts
and minds of the infrastructure that it can be brought to the level of
consciousness only if a challenge faces it"'?,

3. Finally, the theoretical independence and empirical viability in the
face of its two main competing ideologies (Maxism and Pan-Isiamism),
present another evidence of its genuineness. The emphasis on «spirit» and
its, rather than econoric interests, control over events, in Ba’athism draws
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III. PRAMEWORK FOR THEORETICAL REVIVAL

THE following discussion is neither:

a) A reiteration, as such, of the different norms or Arab Nationalism
as found in the different writings and documents of both Nasserism
and Ba’athism.

b) A blueprint for the strategies and tactics necessary to implement
those norms. Rather, it is an attempt at rediscovering the
theoretical worth of the doctrime, its explanatory power, and its
potentialities.

For this purpose two main topics should be discussed:

a) The Genuineness of Arab Nationalism.

b) The Dialectical Logic of Arab Nationalism, and some of its
Empirical Manifestations.

a) The Genuineness of Arab Nationalism

Despite the diversity of versions of Nationalism, the consensus is that
Nationalism stands on two major pillars: what is commonly labelled
«romantic», and this deals with the question of identity, and the other is the
«rational» which is concerned with «necessity»"'». The former relates the
individual to the national community spiritually, culturally and historically.
The latter faces the problem of the «objective» constraints on and resources
for the growth of a national community. Both are indispensable. And once
they exist, a mold and interaction of the organic (needs), the purposive
(rational), the existential (pure values and beliefs), the willed (power and
organization) and emotional attachment, put the process of growth of the
political community on an irreversible track"®. A nation’s beliefs and
cultural heritage, in Friedrich’s term «internal legitimacy», is destined to
survive, and will inevitably cross the boundaries of state-legal structures(*>.

Both Nasserism and Ba’athism agreed on the existence of both
requisites in the case of Arab Nationalism. Arabism, according to Aflaq, is
a spirit, history, culture, language and common interest. In other words it is
the nation which created the value with all its consequences: universal
validity, claim to be recognized by others, activism (revolutionary action)
and ideological commitment. Far from being an abstract theory, Arab
Nationalism, according to Aflaq is the creature of an experience of one
nation in the past. It is a tendency which give rise to theory. And as a
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condition, especially its prospects for the future, to a program of collective
action for: the maintenance, alteration, or transformation of society»"'").

2. Ideology is an explication of meaning in both terms of expressing
the revolutionary reaction to the loss of meaning, and the community’s
identity. Hence ideology’s function of «objectifying» the community’s mood
and its social forces, while presenting a vision of public purpose. Ideology,
in this sense, is the «plan» which puts the «materials» of the environment
together in a purposeful structure!'?).

3. Ideology, as Hannah Arendt puts it, is a speech act for
conceptualizing fruth and causing social and political changes?,

THE impact of those two developments in Political Theory on
Nationalism is certainly great in several respects:

a) It helps integrate the «romantic» with the «rational» in
Nationalism.

b) Further maturation of nationalist thought, especially in terms of
systematizing it and relating it to «truth».

¢) Enriching the nationalist foreign policies with an ideological import
which is both rational and imaginative.

d) Creating a solid mass base for the nationalist movement, with full
consciousness and mobilization.

The problems of the Arab Nationalist Movement, as outlined in the
first section of this paper are more of communication problems than being
strictly theoretical ones. The basic tenets of this ideology, as explicated by
both Ba’athism and Nasserism, are sound and insightful. However, a certain
communication gap between the theorists, on the one hand, and the
«practitioning rulers» and the masses, on the other, caused a lag of theory
behind action. This is mainly attributable to the failure of the theorists, in
emphasizing the theoretical nature or the ideology, along the preceding
lines, and inputting into relief its increasing fruitfulness in interpreting the
events.

The following and concluding section of this paper provides tentative
guidelines for such a theoretical revival.
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a) Vision and the Theory of Historical Explanation

Both Collingwood and William Dray’s philosophy of history empasized
the predominance of «concepts», «ideas» and the historian’s vision, over the
crude «facts», as the «what» in historical analysis and explanation.

Collingwood maintained that historical explanation is reliving the past
by the historian, since here it is understanding the inside of the event. The
historian’s conception of history and his rationality determine the historical
facts themselves.

The explanation of «what» in history, according to William Dray,
should not be conducted under a «covering law» but under a concept
comprising some characteristics realized in a group of events like a
revolution®.

The predominance of the ideational, in explaining Reality, over the
positivist interpretation of facts, as this line of thought goes, is enough to at
least question the validity of juxtaposing the «romantic» with the «rational»
in Nationalism®. As a system of ideas, Nationalism is a conception of
history, in both its past and present as a whole... the so called «pragmatic
necessity» is inseparable from the historical agent’s thought since it is
determined, in some way, by this thought... and it is determined since the
«what» is a concept.

b) The Theoretical Element in Ideology

The same logic which underlies the conceptual understanding of facts,
stands behind the new and growing trend of acknowledging the theoretical
nature of ideology. Ideology is no more entirely within the realm of
«emotionalism», «subjectivism», «utopianism», «myths», and similar labels
which denote viewing it simply as ficticious. Here, as in the area of historical
explanation, the emphasis is on the meaning of theory as conceptualizing the
«facts», as opposed to causal explanation under a «covering law». This
trend is manifested in the following theses:

1. The normative element of ideology is based on and conditioned by
certain assumptions about the «reality», the cause-effect relationships
between «facts», and an assessment of Man’s nature and place in the
world?. 1t is, according to Mullins, «... a logically cojerent system of
[speech acts] which, within a more or less sophisticated conception of
history, links the cognitive and evaluative perception of one’s social
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the sciences of Man!, whereby the meaning of theory is limited to the causal
explanation of the logico-deductive model. These and other tendencies had
expectedly their impact on the «legitimacy» of normative evaluation
(including ideologism) as theory. Theory, it was argued, is only that which
explains. The meaning of explanation is confined to causal relationships
between phenomena. And «phenomena» are only those which are obtained
by sensory observation, and are quantifiable. Hence the exclusion of
normative evaluation and ideologism from the realm of «science». Ideology
is separated from ontology®®. Ideology, as the Sorelian argument goes, is
only a myth... but a «functional myth»! And so forth.

As expected, this mode, or rather mood of thinking was short-lived.
Ironically, the meaninglessness and nothingness of the «facts», with which
Reality was identified, was the major basis of questioning the «legitimacy» of
that method. The explanation of meaning is gradually reemerging as at least
a credible «competitor» with positivist explanation. Both normative
evaluation and ideologism have been «rehabilitated» as «equal citizens» with
quantitative methodology, in the «Kingdom of Science» from which they
were once excluded! So much the better, and the change can be discerned in
the recent writings of positivists. Meehan, for one, emphasizes the
importance of:

a) The inseparability of Political Theory and Political Philosophy;

b) The inseparability of theory building and «normative criticism»,
and evaluation;

c) That the meaning of «facts», the object of explanation, depends
upon the principles of ideology. And;

d) Accordingly, the inseparability of justification from Political
Theory®’

This «reintegration» process, is being manifested in two strands which
are most pertinent to our present discussion:

a) Basing the theory of historical explanation on the historian’s vision.
And;

b) Acknowledging to ideology as a cognitive-empirical element,
beside its evaluative-normative function. A brief word about each
can be fruitfull in a renewed understanding of Arab Nationalism,
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In his meticulous study of Arab Nationalism, but in a different context,
Leonard Binder draws an interesting dichotomy of two schools of thought of
Nationalism in general. We may borrow only the structure of this
dichotomy, for our present context, The dichotomy is between Kohn, who
maintains that Nationalism is the philosophization of politics, and Benda
who on the contrary argues that Nationalism is the politicization of
philosphy™®

The preceding problems and constraints are tantamount to
dephilosophizing Arab Nationalism. Being in itself a philosophical doctrine,
or at least an ideological system,dephilosophizing it is logically deprivingit of
this vital element. And this happened by the overpoliticization of the
Movement. The conceptual problems together with the different structural
stresses, discussed earlier, have deprived it of vision and reduced it to the
level of the very immediate and concrete; drawing it closer than ever to the
realm of «conflictual politics» with all its spoils and impediments.

The challenge, enormous as it is, makes the theorist’s vocation a major
one. Far from being Plato’s «King-Philosopher»,the endeavor is one of an
honest and serious coordination between the theorist and the «practitioner».
Mao’s method of maintaining a dialectical and existential relatlonshlp
between theory and practice is a case in point-

But if this is how central the role of theory is, what is meant by theory?

II. THE MEANING OF THEORY

THROUGHOUT this century the sciences of Man (social sciences,
philosphy, and others) have been faced with a great challenge which
amounted to a threat to their very legitimacy and existence as sciences of
Man: the threat of Positivism-Behavioralism. Without going into the
particularities of the debates which this challenge invoked, (and which go far
beyond the requirements of our present discussion); suffice it to outline very
briefly the concerns which are most significant to this topic. It is safe to label
the problem created by this challenge as one of excessive
compartmentalization (or atomization) of the issues under study. The sharp
isolation of «facts» from values. Reducing the realm of science to only what
is obtained by sensory observation; hence the rigid and unfortunate
«transplantation» of physical science methodology, as the methodology, to
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Thirdly, no less a cause of concern, and at once a cause of this
«conceptual crisis» is the detheorization of Arab Nationalism, by reducing it -
to a «myth»; a «Sorelian myth», or just a moral force which only «gives
impetus to political action, without predictihg its survival on the success of
that action»®. The deceptive appearance of «Arab solidarity» which
emergences in crisis time and fades away soon after, is the argument.

Fourthly, this conceptual crisis can be attributed to the structural
stresses on a grand theory like Arab Nationalism. It is not unusual that in
the early stages of conceptualizing and theorizing, the feuds within the
community of legitimists, between the latter and the political leadership, or
within the ranks of leadership which assume the responsibility of
implementation, may very well overshadow the purity and glare of theory,
distract the attention from its adequate propagation and implementation, or
even creates a discrepancy between theory and practice.

Morecover, such structural stresses may be partly due to the lack of full
commitment on the part of few elements in the movement, (and these will
be naturally exposed and excluded), and partly to the lack of mature and full
comprehension of the theory at its early stages. At later stages, with
meditation and the lessons of experience, maturation comprehension will be
enhanced®. The present conceptual crisis can in some way be attributed to
this group of factors. Hence the crucial task of intensive theorization and
socialization. Those structural stresses and contradictions can be attenuated,
to say the least, if a considerable degree of mature ideological awareness
and commitment prevails.

The tension between structures and ideas occurred both inwardly and
outwardly. Beside working inwardly; (i.e. within the Arab Nationalist
Movement.), its outward aspect has been the counterrevolutionary forces,
commonly labelled as Arab Reactionism. Its structural attack on the
Movement (conspiracies and wars) had to have some kind of an «ideological
arm» to face up to the logic of Arab Nationalism. This took the form of
conceptual distortions, not least dangerous of which is, (another
manifestation of Reductionism), the «reductionist style»: the civilizational
struggle is reduced to a «territorial dispute», «peace» is equated with
adjustment to the «accomplished facts»; economic development is reduced
to the «open-bridge-policy», and the list goes on!
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I. THE NEED FOR THEORETICAL REVIVAL

It is the Arab Man, from whatever walk of life he comes (ruler, ruled,
etc.), and under whatever Arab regime or movement he lives and works, it
is the Arab Man as such who should be the subject of our concern in this
context. The problem, crucial as it is, is the problem of his perception of the
myraid of contradictions, tragedies, corruption, surrender, as they appear...
A fragmented perception, ungoverned by theory. Hence his cynicism and a
serious decline of commitment and action. To direct the analysis, however
sophisticated it may be, to the problems of here and now while ignoring that
serious problem is tantamount to putting the cart before the horse!

At this point of history, the Arab Man is walking on a tight rope. His
soul-searching endeavor can very well throw him into the abyss of despair
and decline if not reinforced by a revived theoretical frame of reference.
This alone gives meaning to the apparent chaos which distorts his
perception. And here comes the sublimating task of political philosphy:
reordering that chaos, and thus, as Sheldon Wolin puts it: «[forming] all into
one graceful intelligent whole»V.

This dire need for a revived theory is manifested in a conceptual crisis
xhose main characteristic is «Reductionism», as the following facets can
show:

First, and foremost, the Arab Man’s level of analysis is presently and
unfortunately limited to the here-and-now kind of issues. Confusing and
meaningless, as their appearances are, his concern is short-lived in dura-
tion, and a source of further cynicism in impact.

Secondly, his unit of analysis is anything but the transcendental goals of
a great nation at the crossroads. It may be as simplistic as the idiosyncratic
focusing on this or that leader’s character and activities. Its highest point on
the ladder of abstraction would be the competing strategies at hand. If it
ever deals with the apex of that ladder (ultimate goals), it does so only
rhetorically, not intelligently, emotionally rather than consciously and
comprehensibly. Hence the absence of a relationship of rnutual
retnforcement between the concern with the abstract goals, on the one hand,
and the concern with the concrete strategies and tactics on the other;
another bifurcation which narrows the perspective.
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dialectical relationship between theory and practice enriches the former
while rationalizing the latter.

But, again, both the actualitics of the movement and its theory militate
against «stability», as much as «stability» was expected to rise against them.
It is remarkable, but no less expected, that the ferocious attacks, on the
Movement by its opponents, both in its ideational and structural
components; by action and conceptual distortion especially since the mid
1960’s down to our very present time touched on the «nerve center» of the
Movement. The multidimensionality, articulateness and complexities of the
attack, succeeded, though temporarily, in diverting the Arab nation from
the abstract to the concrete, from a consistent, intensive and upward
movement, to a fragmented one, from the experience as a «whole» to the
very tiny and immediate particulars. Not unintended by the launchers of
such an attack, the line of thinking and of action came to be reduced to
disparate instances here and there (Lebanon, Egypt, Syria, etc.). This in
itself resulted in the following undesirable outcomes:

a) Deemphasizing Arab Nationalism as a comprehensive theory which
explains the «underlying principles of the events, i.e. the ongoing
thread which permeates, as much as it provides prescriptions for
action based on that explanation. Hence.

b) The confusion, disenchantment and cynicism which the Arab Man
found himself in. Theory has lagged far behind the pace of history.
And since theory is the only source of meaning for what appears to
be mere «nothingness», the theoretical stagnation led to a
psychological depression, which is obviously a dangerous problem
in this kind of struggle.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss this problem in three respects:

1. The Need for Theoretical Revival.

I1. The Meaning of theory.

I11. Framework for a Theoretical Revival.
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ARAB NATIONALISM:
TOWARD THEORETICAL REVIVAL®

by
Samir R. Boutros

Wayne State University

Even more than the other areas of political theorization, theorizing
about nationalist novements is predominantly dialectical. The complexities
involved, the rapid pace of historic developments, the international
dimensions in this age of interdependence, all endow it with this nature. It is
a process, and a «suigeneris» process since by its very logic it theorizes
about a revolutionary movement, and as such militates against the
conventional standards of both thought and action. The rapid pace of
developments in the movement has to be coped with by adequate theory...
a theory which both gives meaning to such developments, and prescribes
guidelines for action.

Like any nationalist movement Arab Nationalism was only stimulated
by the challenges of the past half century or so. Theorization about it started
to be structured in the 1940’s, with the emergence of Ba’athism. The 1948
tragedy of Palestine imbued the theory with its major empirical import.
Then came Nasserism to enrich the movement with a highly significant mold
of theory, and an extensive scope of practice, all backed and strengthened
by charisma. From a close look at Ba’athism and Nasserism, one can discern
that in principle each was complementary to the other inasmuch as the

(%) This is based on a paper presented at the National Convention of the Association of
Arab American University Graduates, Minneapolis, October 27-29, 1978.
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And when this dissociation occurs and man, having discarded the ethical
content which goes to make him man, embarks upon the hazardous journey
of toppling his own self from the station to which he is destined, the line of
demarcation separating him from the other animate beings, will have been
obliterated. Man gradually became irresponsive and at times contemptuous
of those who gave the clarion call for freedom and fought for it. And so this
dichotomy of the free and the non-free, the have and not have its
occurrence and man bevame the arch-enemy of his fellow-men.

And today the whole world is in grip of this dissension. The rich
countries are apparently thriving, but the muted voice of depravity is still
persisting with its pathetic notes, as they are all the time, whether by
economic means or outright instigation, still after the smaller nations.

1t was against this shameful life that 'Umar al-Mukhtar had raised his
banner of revolt and raised the battle-cry of freedom.
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now resided with Sayyid Idris who was in exile in Egypt. And Sayyid Idris
was vacillating and weak. :

The trouble with the Sanusiya chiefs was that they had escaped to
Egypt, where certain conditions were imposed upon them rather then form
a nexus of resistance at home. And it is here that Sidi 'Umar al-Mukhtar
shines.

Those fortunate ones who have peeped who each facet, nook, and
corner of the life of 'Umar al-Mukhtar and have essayed his action in the
light of the highest possible ethical norms, would logically arrive at the
conclusion that the soul of 'Umar al-Mukhtar harboured in a heart that was
not a merely physical «heart» but a heart that led to the growth of the soul,
and served as the centre of that growth, in conformity to what the Holy
Prophet said about the relationship of man to the heart. The mind would be
such that it would be able to size up the greatness of man and to realize its
potentialities.

Were this fusion of the sublimity of the soul, the pathos and sympathy
of the heart, and the exaltation of the mind not brought into being, we
could also say that "Umar al-Mukhtar would not have been brought into this
world. Nature is bounteous and creation is a great Artificer. Yet for a great
personality to be produced there has to be a synthesis of the temperament
with the disposition with every care. 'Umar al-Mukhtar was indeed
extremely fortunate in this. The tract of land where he had had his birth was
marked for tragedy, and it was here that 'Umar al-Mukhtar with his innate
capabilitics and dedication opened his eyes.

Man is born free. Each particle of the earth is free. Man’s high station
comes from freedom-freedom from which he cannot be deprived. And yet
man having shackled his own nature and spurned the exalted station divinely
endowed to him has furnished for himself all the concomitants that would go
to make him a slave. God has said that he has dreated man from the most
excellent origin, and yet he sometimes drags himself into the mire of
degradation and depravity. And so man, having spread dissension
everywhere on earth, has trampled underfoot his own greatness and brought
his own exaltation down to the earth. This phenomenon is naturally to
follow when man has refused to perch himself upon the exalted station
marked for him and has neglected his great potentialities and entelechy.
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which Sidi ‘'Umar’s followers had nicknamed «The Army of Flour», chiding
them for selling themselves for rations. Fighting therefore erupted again in
November 1929 and on 8 January 1930 Sayyid al-Hasan’s followers, who
were kept under supervision, put up resistance to the Italian attempt to
disarm them. Eighty of them were killed, while another 100, including
Sayyid al-Hasan al-Rida, surrendered. On 18th January, ten days later, Sidi
‘Umar’s own force was defeated on the Wadt Mahajja, he himself having
been severely wounded and barely escaping with his own life.

Unfortunately Itatian diplomacy also made a headway in the meantime.
By March 1927 the ltalian line  was advanced  from
Qaminis-Taibimun-Sulug-al-Shlaidina to Ajadabiya-Sawun-nu-Msuo. The
Sanusi Sheikh, Shaykh Sharif al-Ghariyani, acted trecherously, with the
result that Teruzi was able to arrange a meeting in June 1927 in the barga
al-baida with a number of tribal Sheikhs and to persuade thirteen Sheikhs
belonging to the Magharba Shammakh to submit. The Italians attained a
major objective by the pacification of the Magharba near Ajadabiya, as this
opened the gateway (o the subjugation of the Sirtica. Al-Qatafiya was
occupied in September and al-’Aqaila a few days later, in 1927. Sayyid
Saddiq al-Rida gathered a small force to the south of the Wadi al-Farigh in
order to standh the Italian advance but neither he nor his father were brave
enough and both vacillated between fight and submission. Saddiq al-Rida
evtered into correspondence with the Italians, and the father left the
encampment near Jalu oasis and surrendered himself to them at Ajadabiya
in early 1928 when he learned they intended to strike to the south.

‘Umar al-Mukhtar put up a very brave fight against the invaders.
Graziani had closed on them from both the plateau and the steppe country
to the south. «All the earths were stopped. The view-halloo was given
wherever they broke. Flight to Egypt alone could save them, and this they
would not take». Fadil bin 'Umar was killed in an encounter in the middle
of September 1930 and on 13th September Sidi "Umar al-Mukhtar himself
was wounded near Sidi Rafa’s tomb, pinned down by his own horse and
captured. He was transported to Suluq where on 16th Scptember, still
suffering from wounds, he was hanged in the presence of 20,000 Bedouin
and the urban notables of Cyrenaica, who had been brought there from
confinement to be the spectators to his end. Of his three licutenants, only
'Abd al-Hamid al-'Abbas succeeded in escaping to Egypt. The only hope
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a fire that was sweeping over the whole of the colony, and it was like a blaze
that had a deluding appearance. Teruzi says:

Thus, against 200, 500, 1,000, 2,000 rebels, dressed in
picturesque rags and badly armed, often 5,000 or 10,000 of our
soldiers are not sufficient, because the rebels are not tied down
to anything, are not bound to any impediment, have nothing to
defend or to protect, and can show themselves today in one
place, tomorrow km. Away, and the following day 100 km.
Away, to reappear a week later, to vanish for a month, to
disperse to fire from afar on an unarmed shepherd, on a patrol of
inspection, or on a column which files along the edge of a wood,
or at the foot of a hill.

The result was that the authority of the Italians ceased beyond the
towns and military outposts. At the end of 1928 the two colonies were
placed under the single direction of Badoglio and in early 1929 Teruzi was
replaced by Siciliani with the rank of Vice-Governor. As soon as he took
over Badoglio, with a flamboyant proclamation, offered the Arabs the
choice between unconditional surrender and extermination. If the intention
was really the end of the war, the tone did not soell it, although Italian
chroniclers of the war assume that it influenced Sidi "Umar in making an
approach to the Italians in June 1929. This overture was effected jointly with
the celebrated guerilla leader, Sidi Fadil bin ‘Umar and Sayyid al-Hasan
al-Rida, who was a boy belonging to the Sanusi family and who
accompained the guerilla forces in the plateau. A truce was agreed to by
both sides and continued for five month, while negotiations for peace
dragged on. There is reason to believe in the Arab version that Sidi 'Umar
would not sign the peace terms unless they were witnessed by observers
from Egypt and Tunisia and finally agreed to by Sayyid Idris. The Italians
held that Sidi ‘Umar al-Mukhtar was, in effect, claiming to be the
representative of the head of a sovereign State, and the negotiations broke
down. But the Italian had acted tendentiously, and prevailed upon Sayyid
al-Hasan al-Rida to sign an agreement in their favour and to his own
personal advantage, at Benghazi. This agreement was, as expected,
repudiated by Sidi 'Umar. Following this repudiation, Sayyid al-Hasan
deserted him. He was followed in this by most of the Bara’asa-Darsa band&
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custom dues in connection with the supplies made to the civilian population.
He also kept up 'liaison with Sayyid Idris and Sanusi elements and
sympathisers in Egypt.

E. E. Evans-Pritchard writes in The Sanusi of Cyrenaica:

The guerilla bands were in constant with the enemy. One of
the most striking features of the campaign was the frequency of
the fighting. At some point or other on the plateau a skirmish or
jarger enagement took place every few days for nearly nine years
during the spring and summer months. Its frequency may be
judged by Gen. Graziani’s statement that in the final year of the
war, when resistance compared with carlier years, was feeble and
sporadic, there took place 53 engagements (combattimenti) and
210 skirmishes (conflitii).

This incessant fighting cannot... be described in the language
of text-book logistics in terms of manouvering, objectives, and
battles. Indeed, the Italians had to adapt themselves to the kind
of fighting which seldom fails to upset the orthodox military
mind. Text-book  strategy does not apply to an enemy who
wanders at will over a country with which he is familiar from
birth, among a friendly people ready to provide him with exact
intelligence, and in small mobile bands; and whose strategy is
little more than the guerilla imperatives-strike suddenly, strike
incessantly, strike hard, get out quick. An enemy can only be
manoeuvred to inflict defeats on the enemy and to destroy his
decisive engagements. The Italians were fighting a people, not an
army, and a people can only be defeated by total imprisonment
or extermination (pp. 170-71).

Atillio Teruzi, one of the governors of Cyrenaica during the campaign,
writes in Cirenaica Verde, (1931, pp.338-9) that the Italian superiority in
men and material was a mere illusion because the fight that was being waged
was not being directed against an organized enemy who put up resistance,
but against an enemy who had no consistency of form. He further
maintained that it was equally an illusion to mount a campaign and seize the
initiative, for the Italians had to be on the defensive. The rebellion was like
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fighting waged by small bands of enthusiasts, succoured by the goodwill of
the whole population. The bands suffered very heavey casualties, but were
re-inforced by a constant stream of adventurous spirits who hailed from
sections that had submitted and had not. Each band was christened after a
tribe and its members were chiefly recruited from that particular tribe. They
fenerally fought in their own territory, but they were not entirely recruited
from it and mught have had to fight egsewhere. Each tribal band there were
a good number of volunteers from other tribes and a sprinkling of Ikhwan,
Sudanese and Tripolitanians. The ’‘Awaqir and Maghraba maintained
separate bands, while the other tribal bands usually fought in pairs, such as
Hasa-' Abaidat Bara'asa-Darsa, and 'Abid-'Arafa. A Misaratan contingent
formed a small band of its own and greatly distinguished itself in fighting.
Each band was simply organized. It comprised a commander, a gainugam
for civil affairs, and a number of officers, some of them Turkish trained. Sidi
"Umar maintained discipline in the bands, and acts of pillage and robbery
and vendetta came in for severe punishment. Those guerillas as possessed
hores rode them, while the rest went on foot. Each band had its own Sanusi
flag.

When things were qyiet, the members of the bands would keep their
families and cattle and live in their own tents. When, however, their
presence was demanded in the war, they left their families and
accoutrements in the tents of the submitted populations and the only
combatants would then be a few female cooks. Before the end of the war
many of the patriots, including Sidi 'Umar had sent their families to Egypt
in order to allow them more freedom of action.

All the grerilla bands were centrally administered and this
administration came directly under Sidi 'Umar. The various bands
maintained an intercommunication and worked out and followed a common
strategy. In order to finance guerilla warfare, collections had to be made.
And these were collected in the form of a title. throughout the course of war
Sidi "Umar’s men were taking this from the submitted population, although
not without trouble, and receipts were issued therfore. The tithe paid by
rach band was spent upon the expenditure incurred for equipping the band
from that particular tribe. Sidi 'Umar in effect, was the supreme field
commander. He had to supervise the distribution of supplies brought by
caravans from Egypt for distribution to the armed forces and the payment of
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expected a higher standard of conduct than that which some members of the
family lived up to, but they did not suppose that they would distinguish
themselves as military leaders. They knew that the descendants of the
Grand Sanusi had been brought up in the oases to lead a sedentary and
scholarly life and not in the hard way of the Bedouin children. Therefore,
the Bedouin thought that the Sanusi were unsuited to the exacting life of the
guerillas. But there were some members of the Sanusiya who belied these
suppositions and who pursued war in addition to holiness and learning. In
them the qualities of marabar (holy man) and of mujahid (fighter for the
faith) coalesced. Two such names are those of Sayyid Ahmad al-Sharif and
Sidi "Umar al-Mukhtar.

Just as the resistance against the French in Morocco and Algeria is
associated with the names of Abdal al-Karim and Abd al-Qadir, the history
of the Cyrenaican resistance towards the Italian advance is typified by Sidi
"Umar al-Mukhtar whom Rodolfo Graziani, in Cirenaica Pacificata (Milan,
1932) called «our irreducible enemy, the faithful and able servant of Idris,
the heart and soul of the Cyrenaican rebellion. He was, in fact, a Sanusi
who combined within himself the characteristics of the Bedouin. He was
born circa, 1862 of the Ailat Farhan of the Braidan section of the Minifa
tribe of the Marmarica. He was educated first at the Sanusiya school at
Janzur and later at Jaghbub. Nominated by Sayyid Ahmad al-Sharif, Sheikh
of a Qasur lodge among the stubborn Alid tribe, he performed his duties for
a period of gwo years before being summoned to Kufra to serve against the
French in the Wadai. Returning to al-Qasur about 1906, he gook a
prominent part in the first Italo-Sanusi war, and in stanching the advance of
the Italians during the years of the Accord. In 1923, when he was called
upon to lead the resistance against the Italians, he was already over 60 years
of age. Evans-Pritchard calls him a simple man, religious, courageous,
contemptuous of wordly honours and success, and with singular tenacity and
powers of physical endurance».

The position that Sidi commanded was that of al-Naib al-Anam, the
Representative General (of the Sanusiya). Each Bedouin tribe maintained
its own guerilla band, compnsing 100-300 men. The guenllas never
exceeded the number of 600-700. Only a small number could maintain the
mobility so essential to the guerilla warfare. As in all such wars of
resistance, the success or failure of the resistance depended upon the

12



Italian Sanusi War {1923-32), resulting in the total destruction of the
Sanusiya as an organization, political, economic, and religious.
Nevertheless, the Order symbolized resistance and the Head of the Order,
while in exile in Egypt, still wrung allegiance from the Bedouin who saw in
his freedom the hope of their own.

Thus in many ways the Sanusi Order reflected the weakness of the
social system. Like the Church of the Medieval times, it retarded rather
than helped accelerate progress. It also did not usher the Libya of its times
into the modern age, as tribalism and industrialization do not go together.
Further, a seignorial system operating in a tribal organization is hardly
conductive to the emergence of a middle class. Again, obviously the Italians
also realized that Libya was no «Eden», and, as stated by Ambrosini in /
problemi del Mediterraneo, (1937) (The Problem of the Mediterrancan),
they occupied it with the exedient of being able to breathe freely in the
Mediterranean «to avoid being stifled amidst the possessions and naval
bases of France and Britain».

The Italians found the sparse population of Libya to their advantage,
concentrated even though that population was on the Mediterranean coast,
and the tribal system rather favoured their penetration into Libya,

Compounded with all this was also the ambivalent attitude of the
Sanusiya Order towards the Ottoman Caliphate. This resulted in the
cleavage of the Order between two individuals. One group, the Tariga
al-Sanusiya still followed the Ottoman Sultanate, although without any
territorial attachments, while in the person of Sayyid Idris it concentrated on
the development of an Arab Emirate of Cyrenaica.

Sayyid Ahmad saw the Saharan provinces of the Sanusiya Empire fall
one by one into the French hands and by 1918 all that it possessed was the
isolated oasis of Kufra. Further, by his impetuous and foolhardy attack upon
the British, he had brought about the destruction of the lodges of the Order
and of its political influence in the Western Desert of Egypt. '

By and large, therefore, especially during the Second Italo-Sanusi War,
the Sanusi family’s role was, on the whole, not very enviable. Italian
chroniclers of the War, however, express their surprise that the Sanusi
leadership, wrung allegiance from the Bedouin, especially when it lacked in
the characteristics he so much admircs. The Bedouin might indeed have
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My study of 'Umar al-Mukhtar convinces me that men with a character
like his are not born unless they are equipped with similar qualities of an
indomitable body and soul.

It needs the temperament of an 'Umar al-Mukhtar to stand up boldly to
face the Ttalian General Graziani and proclaim; «l shall not cease to fight
against thee and thy people until either you leave my country or I leave my
life. And I swear to thee by Him who knows what is in men’s hearts that if
my hands were not bound this very moment, I would fight thee with bare
hands, old and broken as I am...» The account of the struggle for
independence by 'Umar al-Mukhtar as given briefly in this paper, is
therefore to be seen in this light.

The Sanusiya Order symbolized the Bedouin’s resistance against the
[talians, as when the Italians invaded Libya, and the Turks concluded peace,
the Bedouin tribes of Libya continued their resistance against the Italian
invasion in the name of the Sanusiya Order. «In their social system, tribe
was balanced against tribe and tribal section against tribal section». The
Sanusiya Order symbolized resistance which conferred upon the tribes and
their sections a common symbol which represented their common interests.
Faced, therefore, with smouldering, although virtually ineradicable
resistance from the Bedouin, the [talians, logically enough, directed their
attack upon the Sanusi Order, which for them, represented the core of
resistance. Having failed to crush the opposition, the Italians had perforce
to come to terms with it, but could they come to terms with a tribal system?
For the Sanusi Order represented, and spoke for, the different tribes. And
therefore the Head of the Sanusi Order was converted from tarigat
(mysticism or religious practice) into Aakumat (government).

Negotiations for peace, therefore, centered round a contradiction. The
Italians, in effect, attempted to exact recognition of sovereignty and this
meant recognition of the right of the Head of the Order to surrender his
sovercignty. This he could only eggect if he enjoyed a ststus analogous to
that of the Head of the Italian State, a ststus that the Italians would not
concede. As a way out, therefore, the Italians, in order to establish relations
with the tribes, conferred upon the Head of the Order the title of the Amir,
and implicitly, recognized him not only as the Sheikh of a religious order but
the Head of a political organization. It was this dilemma which, according to
E.E. Evans Pritchard, led to much equivocation and finally to a second
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hundred years, that would link up the Muslims again with their enviable past
and would enable them to march forward with the banner of Islam and fill
the world with the light of the Holy Qur’an and Isiam.

Even during this period which I have called the period of intellectual
and political serfdom and with which the heart of cvery felling Muslim is
familiar, great men have arnisen angel-like, to save the candle of Islam from
being snuffed out by heretical storms, in the hope that one day it would
become a beacon light, infaminating once more the new cycle of Islamic
history.

One such great man was Sidi «Umar al-Mukhtar», a scholar, jurist,
teacher, and a God-fearing friend of humanity. His personality reveals too
many facets to be easily circumscribed. It warranted a seminar or Muslim
scholars who would deal with every aspect of the life of «Umar al-Mukhtar
and provide food for thought to the present and the coming generations on
how he struggled for the intellectual and political freedom of Libya.

I have studied the life of «Umar al-Mukhtar with a view to finding, out
his physique and its impact on his intellectual health. I gather that he lived
on simple food, and his way of life was moulded by the characteristic
simplicity of Islam. As a religious scholar, he knew well the relationship of
food to the body and its functions, and to the soul. He used this knowledge
to live a well balanced life, despite his poverty.

Umar al-Mukhtar gave as much importance to spiritual advancement as
to balanced physical well-being.

He was regular in his prayers, and there is little doubt that he also
offered the tahajjud. The balance between his physical development and
spiritual advancement gave keenness to his powers of judgment and vitality
to his constructive ability. A study of his life leads us to the conclusion that
he was a dedicated and unflinching soldier of Islam. It was his devotion to
Istam and his indomitable courage with which he led a small band of
guerillas equipped with nothing more than knives and swords, to come to
grips with a great power like Italy, and he continued his battle for
independence for at least fifteen long years. It was Islam which raised him to
the moral stature from where he could look down upon many an offer from
Italy. Nothing could make him barter away independence of Libya.



a role that made history$ They have given a new direction to human thought
and have enshrined historical events in their works for the benefit of
generations to come. Yet we should admit to our own advantage that the
last htree centuries at least have witnessed a discontinuity of the historical
process in the Islamic world. It would be appropriate to remark that the
Islamic world has cut itself completely away from its past and entered the
dazzling Western world which holds out for it a variety of interests, so much
so that the past looks unattractive and there has been an escape from the
bonds that have held the Muslim community together through centunes,
and from the arts and sciences, culture and civilization that formed a
glorious part of the Islamix heritage.

For the Islamic World, this recent past has been rather trying. The
West made one believe that the period from the 9th to the 14th century was
one of darkness, but the fact remains that this very period has been a very
bright one considering the remarkable achievements of the Muslims in the
various branches of knowledge. It was during this period, as it is now being
acknowledged, that the Muslims enlightened the West with their knowledge
and laid down the foundation for the grand edifice of modern Western
science and technology. In contrast, these past two centuries cannot be said
to have been illuminating for the Muslims, for the Western countries,
building up quietly with material borrowed from the Islamic heritage,
convinced the Muslims of their own superiority to check them from going
ahead in their intellectual endeavours until the impact of all this activity was
such that they began decrying their own culture and civilization, abandoning
their own wealth of knowledge and wisdom accumulated in the course of the
centuries, and plunged headlong into Western values. Their education was
completely westernised, separating them from their tradition, in fact from
the very centre of Islam.

It is however ressuring to see today that the Arab World, in fact the
entire Islamic world, is getting rid of the shackles of intellectual and political
serfdom and a new awakening is promising absolute freedom of thought and
action. The countries or Africa and Asia have wrenched themselves free
from slavery and have taken the realistic decision to be self-sufficient, a
decision which is bound to bear fruit by the will of Merciful God. It is time
that the Islamic leadership should, on the advent of the 15th century Hijra,
chalk out a plan, keeping in full view the lessons of the last fourteen



UMAR AL-MUKHTAR:
PATHOLOGY OF LEADERSHIP

by
Hakim Mohammed Said

President
(Hamdard National Foundation, Pakistan)

It is my most pleasent duty to thank the Association of Arab
Historians, and the Government of Libya, for having afforded me the
opportunity to participate in this International Seminar which is being held
to pay homage to an outstanding figure in the Islamic World, «Umar
al-Mukhtar», whose life was a ccaseless struggle for the freedom of his
homeland. I consider myself very fortunate indeed to find myself in the
midst of eminent personalities from the Muslim world whose company
brings vitality to thought and whose guidance is capable of solving
complicated problems facing the world of Islam.

1 must congratulate the dynamic and dedicated President of the
Association of Arab Historians, Dr. Husain Amin, for giving attention to an
aspect of the history of Islam the importance and relevance of which to the
present times are all too obvious. The services rendered by great men from
the world of Islam for the glory of their faith and the faithful& for the
triumph of humanity at large and for liberating thought and constructive
forces form a significant part of history. The need for highlighting this aspect
to give a proper orientation to the new gencration cannot be
over-emphasized.

It is an established fact that the foundation of historiography was laid
down by the Muslims. They were the pioneers of this branch of knowledge.
I hold this view in the lkght of the fact that Muslims themselves have played
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